El naufragi de la Galiassa Girona a Irlanda
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L'aficio per refer la Historia de Catalunya em ve dels anys 60.. quan vaig veure a Anglaterra els "spanish ponnies of the
New Forest" descendents dels salvats del naufragi de I'Armada, o vaig trobar a uns llibres anglesos de I'época, les
restes del naufragi de la galiassa Girona a la costa d'lIrlanda, i en Joan de Cardona capt. Gral de Sicilia manant "il corno
destro" de I'armada de Lepant (suposo que descendent d'en Ramon Folch de Cardona, segon del Gran Capita i primer
virrey de Napols), de fet d'acord amb unes cartes trobades el 1950, el que manava era en Lluis de Recasens (il
commendatore maggior als gravats que vaig trobar que publicaré en un article futur). Per acabar meravellant-me a una
exposicié del Department of Environement a Londres en veure el gravat d'en Cortés a Veracruz amb les senyeres
catalanes.

Aqui teniu la noticia sobre de la galiassa Girona i sembla ser que n'hi havia dues més:

The Girona was a Spanish Galleass, part of the mighty Spanish Armada that in 1588 set out to conquer England. After
the defeat of the Armada in the English Channel, the Spanish ships sailed north into the North Sea and then south-west
past the coasts of Scotland and north-western and western Ireland. Due to heavy storms as many as 24 ships were lost
to the weather.

The ship originally had a complement of 121 sailors and 186 soldiers. However, while anchored for repairs on the rudder
at Killybegs, harbor, Donegal, she came across about 1000 other Spaniards, the remnants of two Armada ships that had
run aground, the Santa Maria Encoronada and the Dunquesa Santa Ana. Rather than stay in Ireland where they were in
danger of being found by English soldiers on the look of for Spaniards, Don Alonso Martinez, captain of the Encoronada,
decided to load everyone on the Girona and sail for then Catholic Scotland. There they could rest, repair the ship and
then set sail for Spain.

With the rudder fixed she sailed from Killybegs to the open sea. It rounded Inishowen but the rudder was again

damaged in extremely bad weather. With fierce winds blowing the ship towards the shore, the Spanish tried to keep her
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from grounding by rowing. However, on the midnight of October 28 it run aground off Lacada Point and sunk. Of the
estimated 1300 persons on board, less than 10 survived.

Hundreds of bodies were washed ashore and some were buried on St. Cuthbert's cemetery in Dunluce.

The destruction of the Girona is commemorated on the reverse side of banknotes printed by the First Trust Bank in
Northern Ireland.

In 1967 and 68 a team of Belgian divers discovered the wreck and brought up the largest treasure ever recovered from
a wreck. Much is on display in the Ulster Museum in Belfast.

The "Girona" on the 10 pounds notes by the First Trust Bank from Belfast
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